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Mr.   Coates,   the   Prime   Minister   of    New  Zealand,
said:

" Earl Haig will go down to history not only as a fine soldier
and a gallant gentleman, but also as one who, amid untold irri-
tations and distractions, always preserved bonhomie with his
colleagues and kept his eye fixed with high hope upon the
ultimate victory. His greatest claim to the respect and admira-
tion of the British people lay in his unfaltering loyalty to the
welfare of the plain Tommy."

The Cape Argus published a striking article from the pen
of General Smuts, South Africa's war leader, who was the late
Earl's foe in battle at the beginning of the century, but in the
Great War rendered noble service for the Empire. He said :
" I was shocked to hear of the sudden passing away of Earl
Haig. In him passes away one of the foremost actors on the great
stage of the history of our time. He was as simple as he was great
and distinguished.
" I first got to know him in 1902 during the Anglo-Boer War,
and formed the highest opinion of him, both as soldier and gentle-
man.
" When the Great War came, he speedily rose to the top, and
he was the only Supreme Commander on any front who retained
his high position right through to the end of the war.
" He was criticised for sacrificing his men on a colossal scale in
the awful struggle of 1917, but his critics forget that in those dread-
ful autumn months of 1917 the whole weight of the war had fallen
on him and the British Army,
" Haig stood in the breach like a rock, he drew to himself the
entire attention of the enemy, and pinned them down to his
front. His losses were colossal, but they saved the situation. His
nerve and staunchness saved the Allies.
" The great strokes which finally smashed the German Army